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Paul Pu Pai has served as the interim executive vice president of Sichuan Missouri University, a new 
university in China under development to be cooperatively run between University of Missouri St. Louis, 
Missouri University of Science and Technology, and Tianfu College of Southwest University of Finance 
and Economics.  He has accomplished making the signing of both cooperative and financial agreements a 
reality. Dr. Pai was previously president of St. Louis Community College-Meramec (MO), 
Superintendent/President of Imperial Valley College (CA), and provost of Georgia Perimeter College-
Decatur Campus/Rockdale Center.  He has served progressively from division chair through deans’ 
positions to vice president of instruction.  In addition to his administrative experiences, Dr. Pai was a 
tenured associate professor of electronics engineering technology at Louisiana State University at Eunice. 
 
Dr. Pai has been actively engaged at the international, national and statewide levels throughout his career. 
He served on the AACC Global Education Commission, Council on Rural Community Colleges, and 
served as a consultant on Vocational Education Leadership Training Program. He also served as a 
member of Center for Lifelong Learning Commission at ACE.  Dr. Pai was invited to serve as the senior 
higher education consultant for the University Center at S-Park Science and Technology New City, 
Jiangsu Province, China.  He was a member of Missouri Community College Chancellors and Presidents 
Council and San Diego and Imperial County Community College Association, of which he served as its 
president.      
 
 A hallmark of Dr. Pai’s career has been his initiative toward student success and achievement.  A pioneer 
in using student education plan information to generate course offerings and class schedules when he was 
in Georgia.  He advocated for and initiated the student success analytics with dashboard reporting system 
for faculty and staff to support real time report of student enrollment, learning outcome, and teaching 
productivity information at both California and Missouri. Dr. Pai attended student government council 
meetings, honor student society events, sport activities, music and art productions encouraging student to 
achieve.  One often sees Dr. Pai walking around the classrooms, offices, and student center holding 
conversations with all college constituents.   
 
As a believer of partnership with various community, business, industry, schools, and government, Dr. 
Pai has taken an active role in economic and workforce development.  He served in Imperial Valley 
Economic Development Council, Silicon Border Education Development Committee (Governor 
Appointed), Chambers of Commerce, WIB everywhere he goes.    Having served as an Education 
Department and NSF grants reader for twenty five years, Dr. Pai embraces grants attainment.  He was the 
key person in obtaining a lifetime grants of $174M so far.  He was also responsible for wining a GOB and 
a congressional set aside in California. 
 
Dr. Pai is committed to leadership development.  Many department heads, deans, and vice presidents 
whom he mentored have progressed to senior administrative positions and even presidencies.  He 
developed Vision 2020 while in California for county wide leadership development.   
Dr. Pai is married and has a son and daughter.  
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